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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Graphic Algebra for Secondary Schools. By H. B. Newson. Boston: Ginn & 

Co., 1905. Pp. 19. 

This pamphlet is intended by the author to meet the growing demand for graph- 
ical methods and illustrations in connection with elementary algebra in secondary 
schools. A recent committee of the American Mathematical Society, in formulating 
standard college-entrance requirements in algebra, strongly recommended the use of 
graphical methods and illustrations, particularly in connection with the solution of 
equations. This little book is the author's interpretation of the committee's recom- 
mendations, both as to the kind and the amount of such graphical work. It may be 
used to supplement any textbook in algebra. 

The subject is treated under the following headings: the point, the linear equa- 
tion and its graph, simultaneous linear equations, the quadratic equation, quadratic 
equations in two variables, and simultaneous quadratic equations. 

The subject-matter of the book is clearly expressed, and would not be difficult of 
comprehension by the average student. In the exercises, which are well planned, the 
pupil is directed to construct the graphs of the different equations, and then verify his 
constructions by solving the equations algebraically. 

The author has done his work admirably, and the pamphlet would be a valuable 
and interesting supplement to the ordinary high-school algebra. It is unnecessary to 
dwell upon the value of graph in vitalizing the study of equations, in relation to the 
study of science in the high school, and as a basis for advanced work in mathematics. 

A. F. Ames. 
Public Schools, 
Riverside, 111. 



Advanced Civics: The Spirit, the Form, and the Functions oj the American 
Government. By S. E. Forman. New York: Century Co., 1905. Pp. 
xxi+456. 

Within the last five years several excellent textbooks on the subject of civics have 
appeared. Among these, Advanced Civics, recently published by the Century Co., 
merits special attention. In its clear, concise statement of facts, in its wise selection 
of the things most essential, and in its logical arrangement of subject-matter this book 
is almost without a rival. A great quantity of material, which, however important it 
might seem to the teacher, he has been compelled to pass over in his class work because 
of the limited time at his disposal, has been gathered up by the author of this book, and 
by some magic art packed away so neatly within its 450 pages that there is little 
appearance of crowding, and no uneasy sense that much of importance has been left 
out. Whatever he was unable to carry along in the text as baggage he has carefully 
boxed up in his " Suggestive Questions and Exercises," to be brought on as freight as 
time and circumstances might permit. 
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